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REVIEWS 


localized cases of pruritus, buth pruritus, pruritus hiemalis, and 
pruritus of the genitalia are cited. Particular attention is given 
to urticaria, the prurigo of Hebra, scabies, and pediculosis. Numer¬ 
ous prescriptions arc mentioned ns being efficacious for the pruritic 
conditions. Mitin is the base used for a large number of the external 
preparations. F. C. K. 


Ukheii Neuiiorezidive nacii Salvarsan UNO NACII Quecksilhkii 

beiiandlung. By I)r. J. Benario. Pp. 195; 1 illustration. 

Munich; J. F. Ixdimann. 

Benario’s monograph is at once timely and interesting. After 
Wechselmann published his observations on Neurorezidives follow¬ 
ing salvarsan injections, a short search of hospital records unearthed 
10 cases following mercurial treatment. One case only was found 
recorded in literature, although as early as 1010 Guurinori reported 
a case showing simultaneously a nerve lesion, primary sore, and 
exanthem. 

In this book he reports 211 salvarsan and 121 other cases col¬ 
lected from Ehrlich's laboratory, correspondence, and from the 
literature. Analyzing his statistics, he incidentally notes pre¬ 
ponderance among males, aged between twenty-five and forty 
years. Alcohol and, in a lesser degree, nicotine, predisposed to 
nerve lesions. Bakers and cooks also have more nerve involve¬ 
ment. Extra genital infections occurred in 12.3 per cent., chancre 
cephalique in 7 per cent. His numbers substantiate earlier observa¬ 
tions of frequent brain involvement in cases of face chancre. Knorr 
first observed the association of nerve lesion and papular eruption. 
In this list 00.7 per cent, of the cases bad papular or papulopustolar 
exanthems. The Herxhcimcr reaction wns present in 10 cases. 
Headaches were a prodromal symptom of rezidive in 50 cases 
and concomitant phenomena in 58 cases. 

A detailed tabic of variations in manner nnd kind of treatment 
is added, with the conclusion that residues do not occur if the (lose 
is sufficiently large or repeated within a short interval. The ncuro- 
rezidive is an inflammatory focus occurring along the course of 
one or more cranial nerves. Three theories for these foci have been 
advanced: (1) A direct toxic injury to the nerve by the drug; (2) 
an indirect injury to the nerve, causing a place of lessened resist¬ 
ance where the colonization of the treponema takes place; (3) 
the escape of some treponema from the action of the drug and their 
subsequent growth in a practically new medium. 

The pathology of syphilis itself is not entirely cleared up. The 
spirochetes have been found in the blood stream, but have a marked 
predilection for the lymph vessels, an explanation of the early 
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involvement of the lymph glands and the preponderance of lesions 
at the base of the brain. Recent writers believe the spirochetes 
proceed in the perivascular lymph spaces of the bloodvessels and 
of the pia. In the diseased vessel wall the organisms and lympho¬ 
cytes are found, confined at first to the adventitia and media; 
later, also in the intima. The lymphocytic infiltration of the brain 
membranes shows itself in the lymphocytosis of the spinal fluid, 
a condition that persists after the disappearance of all symptoms. 

In studying the 194 eases under the two modes of treatment, 
namely, mercury and salvarsan, he found that the same nerves 
arc aflccted and in about the same order of frequency. This close 
agreement speaks most strongly against a neurotoxic action of 
salvarsan, and Benario thinks that this and the microscopic patho¬ 
logical picture prove that it is a true syphilitic process, lie bases 
this belief upon (1) the long interval between the injection and 
nervous manifestation (one to four months); (2) the type of patho¬ 
logical process; (3) the fact that no rezidive occurs in 11011 - 
syphilitics treated with salvarsan; (4) that in cases with already 
existing brain syphilis neurorezidives are not observed; and (5) 
licurorczidives recover under salvarsan. 

The book touches fully and with a wealth of detail on the more 
important facts relating to this phase of syphilis. He urges more 
careful attention to changes in special sense organs in the early, 
stage of syphilis, more energetic treatment, and control of treat¬ 
ment by the results of the Wassermann reaction and lumbar 
puncture. The long list of cases arc tiring and the detailed treat¬ 
ment of each nerve lesion could be shortened with advantage. 

E. P. C. 4V. 


Ophthalmic Year Book for 1911. Edited by Edward Jackson, 
M.D., Theodore B. Sciineideman, M.P., and William Zent- 
mayf.r, M.D. I’p. 455; 31 illustrations. Denver; Herrick Book 
and Stationery Company. 

The eighth volume of the Ophthalmic Year Book well illustrates 
the enormous increase in ophthalmic literature during the Inst 
eight years. The first volume in 1904 contained 200 pages whereas 
the present volume contains 455 pages with references to almost 
three thousand journal articles. The first 14 pages are devoted to 
biographic notices and then follows a digest of the literature 
classified as in the previous volumes. In the text, heavy-faced 
type has been used for the names of authors and the editors have 
returned to the previous custom of giving the page, in the various 
journals, on which any particular article may be found. In a 
volume of this character, these changes add much to the convenience 
of the render. 



